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@ Description: Notes:
- - The first thing you need to do is to select the
| \Jot? otk essential words to teach. Many teachers get sty-
) mied here, and they worry that they’re going to
%*-\\a\ (s ied here, and th that they're going t
| “ga*‘ select the wrong words, not pick the right word,
' or somehow mess up, and what | want to say to
each of you is don’t worry about that.
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» Pick what you think are the Pick what you think are the most important
ti Hant d words that students need to know in order to
IO A TPOE L WOTCE understand the big ideas of the unit you're
teaching.
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Number two, you need to be able to define and
put the word in a context.
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Description: Notes:
« Use words that students Use words to define the word that students
understand and put it in the context in which
understand the word is going to be used. Also, most of the
* Put it in context words you're teaching have more meanings
than the ones you're teaching for that particular
big idea.
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Description: Notes:
cell - [sel] So you may want to say to students, “I'm going
Biology - a microscopic structure that is to be telling you about the meaning of the word
the basic structural unit of all organisms cell as it relates to biology. But you remember
that cell has other meanings.
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cell - [sel] For example, who do we put in cells in prisons?
Penology - a small confining room, as in Well, we put people who commit crimes in cells,
a prison and so that's a different meaning.”
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+ Emphasize the context of You want to be sure to emphasize the context
. of the meaning of the word you're teaching, but
the meaning of the word you also want to be sure they understand that
you’re teaching most of the words have other meanings.
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The third thing you want to do is you want to
be sure that students can actively process the
word.
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+ Make the word their own In other words that they make the word their
own. They learn not just what you say the word
means but the way in which they define the
word and use it.
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And then fourthly you want to be sure that they
have multiple experiences with the word.
Sharon Vaughn, PhD
Pro[efrsr of ‘Spec_ia_l Educl_ltior!,
™™ 0002 00 1005 00 §
Description: Notes:
« Turn and talk What that means is they have a chance to turn
v and talk, use the word with their peers, write
* Use word with peers about the word
* Write about the word
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» Use the word to describe
big ideas
* Use word throughout the day
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use the word as they describe the big ideas in
the content area, and use the word throughout
the day.
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« Make it theirs Make it theirs.
Sharon Vaughn, PhD
Pro[efrsr of Special Education,
™ 0002 00 3003 00§
Description: Notes:
- ‘. Comprehension L . . .
* ezl The ways in which comprehension can be pro-
Effective moted and integrated into content-area learning
Comprehension is to focus on the most-important comprehen-
Instruetion sion practices.
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» Lots of practices There are numerous comprehension practices in
, the research literature, and many of them are in-
* Can’t teach them all teresting and fun to teach. But if we try to teach
them all, the fear is the students won’t learn any
of them very well.
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@ Description: Notes:
« Focus on a few practices So you're probably better off focusing on three
. o3 or four of these practices that are associated
associated with improved with improved comprehension in the content
comprehension area.
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First of all, you know that you need to activate
prior knowledge, and you can do that quickly.
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« Doesn’t take hours This doesn't need to take hours. It can be done
in 30 to 90 seconds, to two minutes to three
minutes. There are several key ways to promote
background knowledge.
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» Show brief video clip One of them is to show a very brief video clip.
(90 seconds not 20 minutes) And when | say brief, | mean brief: 90 seconds,
not 20 minutes.
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« Highlight key words or You can give students a chance to highlight key
words or phrases by reviewing the text ahead
phrases of time
* Review text ahead
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+ Expand on what students and then using those key words or phrases to
expand on and extend what they already know.
know
You can get students to ask questions by pre-
skimming what they're reading and learning, and
those questions will make them aware of what
they want to know, and so as they either listen
P A2 LLLLl | or read they can fill in those gaps.
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* It can be done quickly
* Too much time building
background knowledge
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So, activating prior knowledge, it can be done
very quickly, and many teachers spend too
much time on the building of background knowl-
edge and
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+ Not enough time getting not enough time on getting students to highlight
W = what they want to know about the background
students to highlight what knowledge that's linked to what they're reading.
they want to know
Sharon Vaughn, PhD
Pro[efrsr of Special Education,
™ 00020000700
e Description: Notes:
| n TN ¥
[ |
\\ | Comprehension Number two,
Instruetion;
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[ ' Comprehension
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« Be sure students are you want to be sure that students are, if you wil,
y . e awake while they’re reading, monitoring what
awake’ — monitoring what they’re reading and learning.
they are reading
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@ Description: Notes:
 The Goal: Ask and answer So we don’t want them plowing through text and
. . getting to the end. The goal isn't to finish. The
questions about the reading || o, a5 you go through text i to ask and answer
— monitor questions about what you're reading. So you
want them to monitor.
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« Have a visual schema you want to be able to have some kind of a
] visual schema or some way to organize what
* Organize to remember they're reading so that they can remember it.
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« Graphic organizers help One of the best ways to do that is through a
X . graphic organizer or a visual display in which the
link key words or ideas key words or key ideas are linked so that they
can be better retained by the student.
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@ A Description: Notes:
So, for example, easier questions are questions
» How to answer questions in which the answer is right there, right in the
°oE . text, in just a few words. So who wrote the...?
asy - answer in text Well, you can go right back to the paragraph
° Go back to paragraph and see a sentence that says, “Thomas Jeffer-
Right there question son wrote the...,” and it’s a right-there ques-
tion. Those questions are important questions,
particularly in science and social studies, and so
I e el | you want to be sure students know how to ask
_ Ut ;0,0 oo || and answer them.
@ A Description: Notes:

* How to answer questions

© Complex - use informa-
tion from different places
in text

° ook in multiple para-
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There are more-complex questions in which
students have to use information from differ-
ent places in the text, paragraphs that are
separated. Linking that information to answer a
more-complex question type is also important.
So a question like “Why did the settlers come to
the West?” the answer to that question might be
in multiple paragraphs within the same text.
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» How to answer questions There are even more-advanced questions in
o Ad d - inf d which the answers to the question aren'tin the
VANCED - MIELE text per se but can be inferred from the text
from reading based on what you've read. So you might ask
a question like, “Why do you think that charac-
ters in this particular era were so interested in
making the kinds of cultural changes that we just
LR L L R | read about?”
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» Think beyond the text So that requires students to have read the text
but also to think beyond the text.
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\ | Comprenens the questions,
{nstruction
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» Ask and answer questions :)hoth befgre they read, while they read, and after
ey read.
° Before they read y
° While they read
o After they read
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« Key questions: The key question steps, like who, what, why,
o Who where, how,
° What
° Why
° Where
° How
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« Can be taught to formulate can be taught to students, and they can use
. these question stem to formulate questions.
questions They don't formulate every question stem every
time, so you might even say to students, “Before
you read, skim what you're about to read and
come up with a good who and what question,
and then at the end see if you can answer it.”
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@ ...asking questions and then Description: Notes:
answering them is a really Asking questions and then answering them is a
important way to promote really important way to promote comprehension.
comprehension...
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